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The final type of special legislative caucus is the issue caucus. An issue caucus 
exists to promote bipartisan and cross-chamber support for policies and bills that 
advocate positions in a relatively narrow range of policy areas or political issues that 
are important to key constituents. One example is the Rural Caucus, which advocates 
for health care, transportation, and education policies favorable to rural Texas. The 
Sportsmen’s Caucus promotes and protects hunting and fishing rights, and the House 
Environmental Caucus and Texas Carbon Management Caucus support policies for 
environmental protection and conservation of natural resources. Some caucuses, such 
as the Texas High Speed Rail Caucus, focus on a very narrow issue. (See Table 4.1 for a 
list of the special legislative caucuses in the Texas Legislature.)

Structuring the Vote

Some members of the Texas House find the special 
legislative caucuses especially important in efforts 
to make other members of the legislature more 
aware of issues under consideration.26 As part of 
this effort at raising awareness, members of special 
legislative caucuses attempt to structure votes on 
bills and amendments among the caucus members 
and other sympathetic members of the legislature 
to ensure passage. Most of this structuring of votes 
is done simply through face-to-face meetings with 
other members of the legislature, speeches on the 
floor of the legislature, or questions raised during 
floor debates rather than through formal meetings, 
organization, etc. The Rural Caucus has been 
especially active on water resource legislation and 
timber theft bills.27 Because these issues were vital 
to members from rural West Texas and the Piney 
Woods of East Texas, members of the Rural Caucus 
spoke often to other Republican and Democratic 
legislators from urban and suburban areas regarding 
the importance of the bills and their impact on rural 
Texas. The Texas Veteran’s Caucus was able to get a 
bill passed to have a memorial, funded by private 
donations, erected on the grounds of the state capitol. 
The MALC and the TLBC have some influence over 
legislation as well.

The overall impact of a special legislative caucus 
varies considerably by the type of caucus and can 
depend on the issues involved and perhaps the lack 
of importance of a particular issue to members of 
the majority party in each chamber. When an issue is 
considered highly important to the majority party, the 
special legislative caucus may have less influence on it. 
Thus, the success of the Rural Caucus may reflect the 

Issue caucus
a special legislative caucus 
in the state legislature that 
promotes bipartisan and 
cross-chamber support for 
policies and bills advocating 
positions inside a relatively 
narrow range of policy areas 
or political issues

  TABLE 4.1   � Special Legislative Caucuses in 
the Texas Legislature

Ideological Caucuses

House Progressive Caucus

Legislative Study Group Caucus

Policy Study Group

Tea Party Caucus

Minority and Women’s Caucuses

Mexican American Legislative Caucus (MALC)

Texas Legislative Black Caucus (TLBC)

Texas Women’s Political Caucus

Women’s Health Caucus

Issue Caucuses

Community College Caucus

House Environmental Caucus

Legislative Air Quality Caucus

Rural Caucus

Texas Carbon Management Caucus

Texas High Speed Rail Caucus

Texas House Farm-to-Table Caucus

Texas Tourism Caucus

Texas Veteran’s Caucus

Texas-21 Transportation Caucus

Source: Compiled by the authors from information provided via e-mail by 
Matthew Burgin, campaign manager for Chuck Hopson, 2012.


